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The following action is a supplemental action that is responsive to a preliminary 
amendment filed on August 13, 2003. This preliminary amendment was inadvertently 
not considered in the previous Office action (paper no. 06222004). The shortened 
statutory period for reply is reset to expire 3 months from the mailing date of this 
communication. 

The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .126. When new 
claims are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number 
next following the highest numbered claim previously presented. In the instant 
application claim 14 has been omitted (claim 15 follows claim 13 as presented in the 
preliminary amendment filed August 13, 2003). 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.126, misnumbered claims 15-17 have been 
renumbered as claim 14-16, respectively. 

Claims 7, 11, and 12 are objected to for containing an error in syntax. In claim 
7, line 6, "which" should be changed to -whether-. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,2,8,10,14, and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Brienza (U.S. P. 4,166,423). The patent to Brienza discloses a sewing 

apparatus comprising a sewing mechanism 11, Fig. 1 in which a thread is used, a 
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cassette mount 32, Fig. 3 to which a thread cassette 34 holding the thread used in the 
sewing mechanism is detachably attached, a determining unit 81, 82, 83, etc. 
determining a type of the thread cassette attached to the cassette mount, and a control 
device 43 controlling the sewing mechanism according to the type of the thread 
cassette determined by the determining unit. Brienza further discloses an adjuster 41 , 
42, Fig. 1 adjusting thread tension of the thread supplied from the thread cassette 
attached to the cassette mount, wherein the control device controls the adjuster 
according to the type of the thread cassette determined by the determining unit. With 
regard to the cassette 34 note that a "cassette" is defined as a container that is used in 
a machine that holds something which is awkward to handle, and that can be easily 
loaded or unloaded. A thread spool acts as a container that is used in a sewing 
machine that holds a thread which is awkward to handle, the thread spool being easily 
loaded or unloaded on or from a mounting portion 32. 

Claims 1,3,4,14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Meier (U.S. P. 4,301 ,753). The patent to Meier discloses a sewing apparatus 
comprising a sewing mechanism 50, Fig. 1 in which a thread (viz. the continuous strand 
of tape within cassette 12) is used, a cassette mount 13, 14, etc. to which the thread 
cassette 12 holding the thread used in the sewing mechanism is detachably attached, a 
determining unit 62 determining a type of the thread cassette attached to the cassette 
mount, and a control device 9, Figs. 1 ,4 controlling the sewing mechanism (by either 
guiding the machine operator on how to use the machine or by introducing pattern data 
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into the machine memory for influencing the magnitude of needle bight and material 

feed) according to the type of the thread cassette determined by the determining unit. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brienza et 
al in view of Johnson et al (U.S.P. 4,479,446). To construct the sewing apparatus of 
Brienza et al with a control device that disallows the sewing machine to start when the 
cassette having been attached to the cassette mount is undetected as suggested by 
Johnson et al (see claim 21 of Johnson et al) would have been obvious since the 
controlled device would be prevented from being operated without the essential 
cassette element. 

Claims 5-7, 11-13, and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 5 and its dependent claim are allowed because claim 5 specifically 
requires a thread cassette that includes a first thread cassette and a second cassette, 
wherein a determining unit determines which the thread cassette attached to the 
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cassette mount is, and a control device that controls a sewing mechanism so that the 
sewing mechanism sews a cloth moved by a feed dog, when the determining unit 
determines that the thread cassette is the first cassette and so that the sewing 
mechanism sews the cloth moved by an embroidery frame, when the determining unit 
determines that the thread cassette is the second cassette. 

Claim 7 and its dependent claim are allowed because claim 7 specifically 
requires a sewing mechanism and a thread cassette that includes a first thread cassette 
and a second cassette, wherein a determining unit has a plurality of determining 
members including at least a part used to determine which the thread cassette attached 
to the cassette mount is and at least a part used to determine at least one of a material 
of the thread and a length of the thread regarding the thread cassette for normal sewing 
and further used to determine a thread color regarding the thread cassette for 
embroidering. 

Claim 1 1 and its dependent claim are allowed because claim 1 1 specifically 
requires a sewing mechanism and a thread cassette that includes a first thread cassette 
and a second cassette, wherein a determining unit determines which the thread 
cassette attached to the cassette mount is, and a control unit that controls an informing 
unit so that the informing unit informs of sewing in which cloth is moved by a feed dog 
and informs of sewing in which cloth is moved by an embroidery frame depending on 
which of the first or second thread cassettes is attached to a cassette mount. 

Claim 13 and its dependent claim are allowed because claim 13 specifically 
requires a sewing apparatus including a detector detecting an embroidering unit 
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detachably attached to a sewing apparatus, wherein a thread cassette includes a first 
cassette and a second cassette, and a control device controls an informing unit so that 
the informing unit carries out a predetermined informing operation regarding 
replacement of the thread cassette or attachment and detachment of the embroidering 
unit when the first cassette is attached to a cassette mount and the embroidering unit is 
not attached to the sewing apparatus. 

Claim 16 is allowed because claim 16 specifically requires a sewing apparatus 
including a detector detecting an embroidering unit detachably attached to a sewing 
apparatus, wherein a thread cassette includes a first cassette and a second cassette, 
and a control device controls an informing unit so that the informing unit carries out a 
predetermined informing operation regarding replacement of the thread cassette or 
attachment and detachment of the embroidering unit when the first cassette is attached 
to a cassette mount and the embroidering unit is attached to the sewing apparatus. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter P Nerbun whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0955. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (1st Week) M-Th (2d Week). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John J Calvert can be reached on 703-305-1025. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Peter Nerbun 
July 27, 2004 




Peter Nerbun 
Primary Examiner 



